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good taste
TexT    laura muir  |  phoTography virginia macdonald  |  sTyling christine hanlon

More often than not, it’s  
a designer’s role to gently nudge a 
homeowner out of his or her comfort 
zone. But in the case of the owner  
of this distinctive master suite, no  
prodding was necessary. “The client 
embraces colour, texture and non- 
conventional pieces,” says designer 
Tara Fingold. “It was amazing how  
open she was, and how she kept  
pushing for something interesting.”

It was about a year ago when the 
homeowner and her husband purchased 
this 1920s Georgian abode in a well-
established Toronto neighbourhood  
and collaborated with Tara on a top-to-
bottom renovation. “With very precise 
planning at the beginning, we were 
able to finish in six months,” says Tara. 
“The house has beautiful bones, so  
we just needed to give it an update.”  

masters of

opposite the bathroom’s 
high-gloss lavender vanity is 
outfitted with a marble counter-
top and brass faucets and pulls. 
the vintage resin-framed mir-
rors and crystal and brass 
sconces lend a dose of charac-
ter and balance out the vanity’s 
contemporary straight lines.

Design, tara Fingold interiors, 
tarafingold.com; custom VaniTy  
& Drapery, tara Fingold interiors; 
custom sConCes, universal lamp; 
gold mirrored Tray, elte; soap  
Dispenser, soap Dishes, gin-
ger’s; hanD ToWels, soaps,  
Putti Fine Furnishings.
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sweetly serene

Designer Tara Fingold 
artfully mixes an array of 
lush textures and soft hues 
to create a soothing master 
suite for a busy couple.
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For the busy homeowners (a profes-
sional couple with three small children), 
the overhaul included creating a 600- 
square-foot restful retreat that now 
comprises the master bedroom, ensuite 
bathroom, a dressing room for her and  
a walk-in closet for him. 

This portion of the gut job entailed 
relocating the balcony to allow for bet-
ter furniture placement in the master 
bedroom and annexing another bed-
room for the dressing room. The demoli-
tion also uncovered a happy surprise. 
“One day the contractor called me  
and said, ‘Wait until you see what we 
found,’” says Tara. A small window had 
been hidden behind a medicine cabinet 
in the bathroom, and the discovery led 
to a slight reworking of the original 
plans. “We were initially going to place 
the vanity where the bathtub is,” says 
Tara. “But we were lucky to find that 
hidden window, which brings in natural 
light we weren’t expecting to have, so 

top left the dressing  
room’s beautiful brass chan-
delier, adorned with crystal 
doves, is a whimsical touch. 
“the doves look like they’re 
dancing around the perimeter,” 
says designer tara Fingold.

ChanDelier, universal lamp.

middle, left the glass panel-
ling and calacatta marble tiling 
in the shower are light and airy 
elements that enhance the 
bathroom’s serene vibe. “i like 
marble’s natural characteristics,” 
says tara. “i could not get that 
random pattern and elegance 
without using marble.” 

middle, right recessed  
brass pulls complement the 
vanity’s sleek look, lend warmth 
and pay homage to the home’s 
heritage. “We incorporated 
brass hardware throughout  
the whole house because we 
wanted to respect what was 
originally there,” says tara.

recessed brass pUlls, antique  
door & hardware.

bottom, right toronto- 
based designer tara Fingold.

the dressing room boasts 
a built-in makeup desk 
and a bank of drawers, 
which serves as both a 
dresser for extra storage 
and a window seat. 

custom MillWorK, tara  
Fingold interiors; shUTTers, 
millenium shutters & Blinds; 
lucite pUlls, antique door  
& hardware; sConCes,  
universal lamp; hanD  
ToWels, boxed CanDle, 
rooM FragranCe, per-
FUMe, Putti Fine Furnish- 
ings; gold BoWls, elte.
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above a mix of calacatta and 
thassos marble forms the herring-
bone pattern on the floor, which 
continues into the dressing room. 
“that’s where the homeowner 
gets dressed and puts on her 
makeup, so it’s much more dura-
ble than carpet,” says tara. “But 
it’s heated, so it’s just as cozy.”

oval BenCh, elte.

right tara used a pale lilac 
quilted fabric to upholster the 
dressing room closet doors, add-
ing a bit of softness and texture  
to the space. lucite pulls are  
quiet yet sophisticated.

Beacon hill garlyn CloseT Door  
FaBriC in lilac, robert allen.

Soothing mauves and pinks,  
and a layering of textures (the 
grasscloth wallpaper, chevron-

patterned silk drapery, inlaid 
nightstand and strié wool rug) 

create a sumptuous, inviting 
look in the master bedroom. 

the strié velvet channel-tufted 
headboard turns the bed into  
a show-stopping focal point.

Custom heaDBoarD & Drapery, 
tara fingold Interiors; phillip Jeffries 

bermuda hemp grasscloth Wall-
paper in Lavender, Crown Wall-

paper & fabrics; BeDDing, CoVer- 
leT, nighTsTanD, BenCh, rUg, 

TaBle laMp, BooKs, elte. 

we moved the tub there and added 
some blush-toned drapes.”

Those luxurious drapes complement 
the soft, pretty palette that defines this 
whole suite. The soothing scheme of 
mauves, lilacs, lavenders and whites  
is based on the homeowner’s favourite 
hues – pinks and purples – and her pro-
pensity for the unpredictable. “It all 
started with the lilac grasscloth wall-
paper in the master bedroom,” says 
Tara. “We used that as our jumping- 
off point and continued the scheme 
throughout the suite.” While each room 
in the rest of the house has its own 
colour story and style, the designer 
wanted to create cohesion here. In the 
bathroom, among the whites and greys 
of the rich herringbone marble flooring, 
marble-tiled shower and soaker tub,  
is an unexpected punctuation of laven-
der via the high-gloss lacquered vanity. 
And shades of lilac appear on the built-
in closet, makeup desk and storage  
drawers in the dressing room.

Clean-lined shapes temper the space’s 
femininity – the look is sophisticated, 
not girlie or frou-frou – and a layered 
effect enhances the warm and inviting 
feel. The master bedroom, with its com-
bination of textures that includes the 
grasscloth wallpaper, velvet headboard, 
wool rug and silk drapery, is especially 
lush. “I wanted to create a delicious 
mood when you walk into the room,” 
says Tara. Indeed, what she designed  
is a delectable master suite that reflects 
the homeowners’ intrepid good taste.

For sources, see our WorkBook
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