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Hut even Marni Lokash felt {irut-rin||~-||||:\_.'|.~r unxinty, and For
the longest time avoided buving a house herself. “1 was too
nervons,” confesses the real-estate broker. =1 considered it a
big responslbility, because I'm single and buying by myself.”

So she continued to dream of owning, And over time,
that dream became increasingly specific. *I knew exactly
the house | wanted,” she continues, A two-storey, three-
brdroom, ina particelar neighbowrhood — your typical
Morth Toronto starter house,” Oh, and one more thing: it
had to be a dump. 1 wanted whatever [ bought to be an
absolute disastar, a house I could rip apart from top to
battom, and put my stamp on”

Faster than you can say, "dreams do come true,” Marni
found what she was looking for, four years ago, while
trawling the ML5 listings: yes, a two-storay, three bedroom,
twa-hathroom starter house in her chosen ars. I was also
a wreck, "I took one look at it and knew it was golng to be
my house,"” she recalls.

But before commlitting, she callad her friend Tara Fingold,
a Toromto interior designer who had recently renovated
Marni's mother's condo [shown in Howse & Home, August
2006), to gat her opinion, "It was dilapidated,” recalls Fingold
ol tha 1,400-square-fool 19308 house being sold by ils original
owners, “But within five minutes, I knew it was perfect for
Marni. The bones were s1ill strong. All the structural
alements were s1ill in place, 1 knew I could make it work
Tor today's modern living.”

First on the agenda was exploiting the home's potantial
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o I'ig]'it. “1 remaembier the Ij.'l}' 1 saw it; it was the weokend
hefore Easter and a beautiful sunny day. Light flooded the
dining room and filterad into the living room. 1t was
gorgeous,” Marni sava. “That's what sold me — the feeling

of light bearing through.”

To enhance that fealing, homeowner and designer agreed
to tear down the wall separating the dining reom from the
kilchan o allow more natural sunlight 1o Mow into the core
of tha housa, Mext, Fingold, a former retail designer for
Calvin Klein beutiques scress Canada, suggested wsing a
warm, fresh white to paint out the original dark wood trim
wnl wainscotting, and replacing a brick wall ot the back of
the kitchen with french doors opening onto the patio and
garden. Pulling up decados-old gresn shag carpating
("It had dog hairs embedded pratty deep.” recalls Marni.
wrinkling her nose), Fingold found original aak Floors in
good condition. “We stained them a yummy chocolate
brown for dramatic contrast with the walls and furnishings,”
ahe says. “It's a look [ call “modern elegance””

But creating that leok took ingenuity, Marni might be a
dreamer, but her dreams were tied to a budgel. The strategy
was to mix inexpensive details with luxe touches in each
room, chiefly the Kitchen, Marni's favourite spot. “1 love lo
cook and entertain,” she says. "For ma, the kitchen is the
fowzal point of a howse, and so 1 koew, even beloro renovaling,
that | wantad an apron sink to ba the main attraction. | knew
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Wiy grap bnd eriip whites
creane a sense of calmiin the
principal bedroam, while

- marelassd curtaing and cable-
knit braadloom add softness.
Marni was instanely sald on
the east-facing roam: =1 love
sunlight on my pillow in the
marning.” Carpat, Dominien
Aug: bed limens, Au Lit Fire
Lrwern: chanidelier, The Hore
Depat; wal colour, Sikerado

N,

RO HEH JUME B2

[0 10050 Sherwin-YWiliams.

had few closers, sa in the
principal bedraom, Fingold
designad buili-ing that howse
the TV and store clothes

BELOW, LEFT: Tha houis

ABOVE: By adding
a wall-mounced faucer,
Fingodd saved on space in the
Eachracm, which is visaally
enbirged by a wall mirror.

behind taile curtaing for & Wanily bisstane, Raeest Hil
soft, feminine couch. Poses a r, Castlefoam

;
(1op shell}, Teatro Varde 5% 1133], Sherwin-Wilamre

that it wes the one thing that everyone would leok at, and
=0 | spent o mint gelting it”

To make sure the sink didn't sink her friend, Fingold
1:|F|l::|:| foar rnll;,;nn||'|:||:|.' pri::ltd rlfF-H‘Llr-};hqﬂFHhuknr-utyh:
cabinetry, but then splurged on a beautiful creamy marhle
countertop and a tumbled -marhle baskotweave-pattern
backsplash to give the room “a timeless, classie look.”

Ehe saved more money when designing the makeshift
mudroom-pantry {leading off the kitchen to the corner lots
two-car garage), where she created much-needed storapge
wilh an armoire thal once belonged to Marni's mother.

“By antiquing it to go with the rest of the kitchen, we
were ahle o avaid coslom buill-ing, which would have
been quite costly,” says Fingold,

When they did purchase new Tuenituee, the geal was to
create o faminine look without breaking the bank. In the
dining room, Fingold paired Marni's existing table with
Inaxpensive wicker chalrs, and in the second-storey principal
brdroom, she juxtaposed o wall of custom builtins with &
faux-cryatal chandeller purchased from The Home Depaot.

In the adjacent bathroom, where a mirrored wall helps
apen up the tight space, Fingold used a wall-mounted har
faucet, “which freed up counter space and, in turn, floor
space becanse it meant [ eould build a narcower vanity.” By
installing high-end limestone flooring and countertops, and
pairing them witl simple ceramic tile for the tub surmoamd,
Fingold created a luxurious but affordable oasis of calm.

“This house has a whole new lease on life,” she savs. Marni,

smiling, adds, “It's simple and light, fresh and happy.” 0
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